Optimizing the observer experience in an interprofessional home health simulation: a quasi-experimental study.
The purpose of this quasi-experimental study was to explore the influence of an interprofessional simulation experience on student perceptions of interprofessional collaboration, as well as to explore the influence of the participant and observer roles on these beliefs. A two-session simulation experience was developed to engage professional students in the collaborative care of a patient admitted to a home health agency. To provide the simulation experience in a time efficient manner within the curriculum, students participated in two interprofessional teams of nursing and physical therapy students. Each team actively participated in the collaborative care of the patient in one session. In the alternate session, the interprofessional team observed the care of the patient, documented behaviors ideal for interprofessional teamwork, and provided feedback regarding the interprofessional collaboration and communication observed during debriefing. Observers in this study consistently improved their self-perceived comfort in working with others irrespective of the order in which they participated in the simulation scenario. The use of observers in simulation may provide opportunities for programs to integrate large scale simulation experiences in a time efficient manner to further engage students in active learning as a component of interprofessional education.